
 

 
11th WORLD SHERIFFS DAY 

14 JUNE 2018 
 

“Good professional Practices” 
 
The South African Board for Sheriffs announce its support of World Sheriffs Day as 
organised by the UIHJ, and encourage all sheriffs to participate through active 
involvement with our stakeholders, especially the public.  
 
The 14th June 2018 has been dedicated to the 11th World Sheriffs Day as organised by 
the International Union of Judicial Officers (UIHJ). This day is key for the profession to meet 
with citizens, businesses, public administrations, attorneys, courts, judges, etc. The UIHJ is 
an international non-governmental organization created in 1952. It represents the profession 
of sheriffs, judicial officers and enforcement agents in 90 countries in the world.  
 
Sheriffs perform their duties of enforcing court decisions and other enforceable titles in 
accordance with the professional and ethical rules governing their profession in the country 
where they operate. Although generally unknown to the public these rules ensure that citizens 
and businesses are guaranteed maximum legal certainty and efficiency. They constitute a tool 
of predictability for the creditors and guarantee the information of the litigant on his/her rights 
and obligations. They constitute a professional tool of excellence which ensures the 
impartiality of the sheriff and reinforces the trust of the parties and more generally of the 
citizens in the judicial system. They restore trust in the institutions and the jurisdictional system 
and reduce social tensions and judicial litigation on enforcement.  
 
The theme chosen this year is "Good professional practices".  
 
These good practices affect five areas:  
• Good practices on information  
• Good practices in carrying out the duties and activities of the sheriff  
• Good practices related to the function  
• Good practices regarding training  
• Good practices concerning information and communication technologies 
 
These good practices will demonstrate that all the activities carried out by the sheriff are part 
of the safeguarding the interests of the litigants and of the legal security which our profession 
guarantees to them, in particular in the treatment and the conservation of the sensitive data 
which concern them.  
 
These are the issues that preside over this 11th Global Day of the Judicial Officer.  
 
A request was sent to sheriffs, in the November 2017, March and May 2018 newsletters, to 
serve all documents relating to family matters, FREE of charge on World Sheriffs Day. We 
have received responses from many sheriffs, who have generously agreed to give back to the 
general public and who have pledged to serve family related documents free of charge.  
 
The South African Board for Sheriffs urge ALL sheriffs to participate in changing the negative 
perceptions of the profession during this month of June, by informing and educating our 
stakeholders about the civil justice procedures and through their goodwill gestures.   
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