
 

 

CIRCULAR ON REGULATIONS DATED 25TH July 2021 

 

1. EVICTIONS 

 

The first issue of Evictions still fall within the limitations of the Disaster Management Act in that Evictions are still not 

permitted unless a Court authorises the said eviction. Regulation 37(1) specifically states that: -  

 

“A person may not be evicted from his or her land or home or have his or her place of residence demolished for the duration 

of the National State of Disaster unless a competent court has granted an order authorising the eviction or demolition”. 

 

Sheriffs are also referred to the Legal Opinion of the Chief State Law Advisor on Evictions in general dated 14 April 2021 

which is attached. It must be noted that evictions whether granted before or after the declaration of the National State of 

Disaster, are subject to Regulation 73.  

 

The Board hereby advises that every sheriff who receives an instruction to evict based on a Court Order, must:- 

1. Check the authenticity of the Eviction Order and if uncertain, please check with the office of the Chief Justice, who 

have guidelines in place to check the authenticity of the order.  

2. Eviction Orders granted prior to March 2020 cannot be executed during the declaration of the National State of 

Disaster unless a Competent Court has however considered and issued the Order bearing in mind the current 

regulations. In this regard, sheriffs are referred to paragraph 20 of the State Law Advisor’s Circular issued. 

3. Sign an indemnity relating to each case number with the instructing party which Indemnity is attached herewith. 

Clarity must be obtained from the Sheriffs Insurer to confirm whether the Indemnity is adequate as only a Rule 38 

Security and Indemnity under Rule 45 is recognised by them. Sheriffs must insist that such indemnity are signed by 

the legal representatives of the Plaintiff/Applicant and not by the Plaintiff/Applicant in his or her personal capacity or 

by the Plaintiff/Applicant and his or her legal representative jointly and severally. 

 

 

2. AUCTIONS 
 

It is the Board’s view that the current Regulations dated 25th July 2021 does not seem to prohibit auctions in any manner. 

The only conditions, inherent in the Regulations is that auctions would fall under gatherings but for business purposes and 

as such, all sheriffs must comply with the health protocols as per the Regulations. (See GG R816 of 27 July 2020, 

Paragraph 4. These protocols remain in place as per GG No 11311 of 16 July 2021, PAR 3.) These protocols are as follows 

which sheriffs must comply with: 

 

1) To consider the size of the room when hosting auctions which must cater for 1.5 metres apart from each person. 



2) Only the Sheriff, his/her employees and the Registered bidders are permitted to attend the Auction 

3) To adhere to the limitations of 50 persons or less at any given point. 

4) To ensure that all personnel and participants at the auction are wearing masks. 

5) To have hand sanitizers and temperature checks available before entry into the premises. 

6) To take any other precautionary measure in reduction of risk of infection at all times.  

7) Social distancing and wearing of masks are paramount 

8) Sheriffs must have a Compliance Officer who is appointed to take charge of health protocols during the auction and 

must ensure that all persons attending the auction are directed accordingly, those not wearing masks or refuse to 

comply with any direction of the Compliance Officer must be asked to leave immediately or not be allowed to enter the 

auction. 

 

Sheriffs are advised that failure to adhere to any health protocols is a criminal offence.  


